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Chair’s Report 

Introduction 

1. In this year’s report I want to concentrate on 4 main areas 

 Participation and funding 

 The British Rowing (BR) governance review 

 The Competitions Review 

 The strengths of the Region 

Participation and Funding 

2. The Government has changed the way it funds sport. It now puts greater emphasis on 

participation levels measured via the Active People telephone survey. As our participation 

levels nationally have fallen our funding was reduced. 

3. The Region is seen as an exemplar in extending participation. For example we have 

 Organised a Sunday League 

 Used Learn to Row effectively 

 Sustained recreational rowing 

 Targeted training and support to colleges and universities  

 Extended skiff rowing and supported the creation of new skiff clubs 

 Helped to establish new clubs 

 Spread good practice through a Club Development Conference 

 Used the Henley Steward’s coaching resource to expand clubs 

 Encouraged para-athletes 

 Organised indoor rowing competitions 

4. We are the third biggest region in terms of numbers. However we have more to do in 

 Sustaining volunteers in clubs 

 Rewarding coaches 

 Bringing more people into rowing in Sunderland, the most populous City in the North 

East 

 Keeping people in the sport at all levels 

 Developing new forms of engagement at all levels including indoor rowing 

5. I would like to thank BR staff and all clubs in the region for the work they do in helping 

people to row and in keeping them involved. 

BR Governance Review 

6. The Government has asked us to change the way BR is governed as a condition of being 

funded. A Board of Directors, including non-executives, has been formed to have oversight 

of the day to day operation of BR. There has been considerable debate at Council about the 



relationship between the board and Council and the other Committees of BR. An EGM will 

be held on 29 November 2014 to finalise governance arrangement. Further details and 

updates are available on the BR website. 

Competition Review 

7. The Competition Review continues to be the subject of debate. The Region made a 

positive contribution to the development of options. The review aims to increase participation 

and provide opportunities for BR members at all levels to compete at elite, intermediate and 

novice levels.    

8. Further proposals are likely to be presented this year. A key issue will be the 

implementation date. 

The Region 

9. As well as the excellent work done to increase participation the Region has many 

strengths. They include 

 The dedication of volunteers who run clubs, heads and regattas, serve on Regional 

and National groups and unselfishly give their time  

 The number of heads and regattas and the opportunities offered at all levels to race. 

This of course sometimes makes the timetable difficult to arrange but does bring the 

rowing community together throughout the year 

 The viability of many clubs which have diversified into other sports, work in 

partnership with local councils, schools and colleges and have reached out to 

people who might not otherwise have rowed 

 The collaborative spirit between clubs 

 Our success on the water at many levels including para-athletes, juniors, seniors 

and masters 

10. None of the above would happen without the dedication of the NRC Executive 

Committee. I would like to offer the thanks of the Region and my own appreciation of their 

work. 

Recommendation 

11. For information 
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