Safety in Club Premises
Introduction
In general, the Health and Safety at Work, etc. Act 1974, together with the regulations
based on it, do not apply to amateur sports clubs except to the extent that the clubs are in
control of premises. There are also requirements if the club has employees.
Anyone (including volunteers) with control of premises, (e.g. a clubhouse), or equipment
(e.g. boats) has a duty to ensure that the premises, and the equipment are safe for the
persons using them so far as is reasonably practicable. RowSafe provides advice and
guidance on the safety of boats and rowing.
The extent of a club’s legal duty will depend on the level of control it has over the premises
and the type of equipment or substances used. For example, if a club owns or manages the
premises, then it would be expected to keep the premises and any equipment in good
repair. It would also be expected to take reasonable steps to check that equipment is safe
to use.
There are requirements that apply to rowing clubs, but it is important to keep these in
proportion and not to over-react. Much of the guidance that follows is derived from the
Health and Safety Executive website and hyperlinks are included. These hyperlinks lead to
more extensive guidance.
This guidance is intended for the generality of rowing clubs but some large clubs, particularly
those with employees and those that have complex risks to manage, may be required to
adopt higher standards.
The guidance is based on the requirements of the criminal law (Acts, Regulations, etc.) but
civil law should also be considered. Every organisation, including rowing clubs, owes a duty
of care to people that can be harmed by its activities. Harm that results from a failure to
fulfil this duty can result in a claim for compensation in the civil courts.
For a negligence claim to succeed, the injured person must show that the defendant had a
duty to take reasonable care towards them, and they have suffered the injury through a
breach of that duty. The injured person must also show that the type of loss or injury for
which damages are being claimed was a foreseeable result of the breach of the duty and that
they did not voluntarily accept that risk.
There is more information on the application of health and safety law and civil law here.
Clubs are advised to appoint someone who can advise then on the management of their
premises. In most cases, it is expected that clubs will be able to find a member or volunteer
to fulfil this role.
Some of these documents recommend that equipment is checked or examined periodically;
these checks and examinations should be recorded and records should be kept.

ClubHub provides general guidance to clubs and their members. It is however the responsibility of each club
to maintain up-to-date risk assessments and define and monitor its own safety practices, guidance and
procedures specific to its environment and activities, which clubs shall ensure are made known to their
members and members shall comply with the same.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information and guidance in this manual is accurate and
reflective of best practice at the time of publication, it is the users’ responsibility to ensure that such
information and guidance is up to date before acting upon it. British Rowing accepts no responsibility for the
content of third party websites accessed through links in this publication.

This chapter of ClubHub contains the following sections:Work at height
Fire Arrangements
Safety of Electrical equipment and installations
Gas Safety including LPG & LNG
Hazardous Chemicals
Storage of Petrol
Asbestos in the building structure
Lifting equipment
Avoidance of slips, trips and falls
Legionnaires’ Disease
Food Safety
Radio Licencing
Many of these documents contain images that are reproduced with the kind permission of
the Health and Safety Executive.
Further information:There is further information on the application of health and safety law and civil law at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/voluntary/when-it-applies.htm .

ClubHub provides guidance. Please read our safety message and disclaimer.

