
 
NORTHERN           
REGIONAL UMPIRES COMMITTEE        
 
Chairman: Dr. P. Hoare  Secretary: Dr. R.E. Mortimer 
                                                                                                                                                                          

Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 14 January 2015 at Durham ARC 

MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. P. Hoare, Hexham RC (Chairman); C.F. Curtis, Durham ARC (Vice-Chairman); Dr. R.E. Mortimer, 
Durham ARC (Secretary), M.G. Bell, Durham ARC; Dr. D.P. Jones, Tees RC; J. Mulholland, Tyne RC; Dr. 
A.G.P. Oakenfull, Durham ARC, Mrs. L. Pain, Durham ARC; Mrs. P. Seed, Durham ARC. 

Apologies for absence 
 Andrew Oakenfull 

Committee – appointment of Secretary (and Vice-Chair) 
 Richard Mortimer was appointed as Secretary 

 Charly Curtis was appointed to new role of Vice-Chair. Duties include: taking overall 

responsibility for umpiring at head races; and to cover as required at NRC Exec and BR 

national meetings. The presence of this post will be evaluated at the end of the season to see 

if it is worthwhile retaining. 

Annual report to NUC 
 Peter Hoare walked through his annual report to the NUC. 

 The following licenses were due for renewal at the end of 2014 

o Mark Bell – Renewed 

o Ashley Law – Renewed 

o Richard Mortimer – Renewed 

o John Mulholland – Renewed 

o David Oliver – Renewed 

o Carol Singleton – Renewed 

o Liz Puddick – Renewal in progress 

o John Lambert – Pending 

o Jim Dulling – is not renewing 

o George Doody – is not renewing 

National Umpires Committee – feedback/matters arising 
 Peter Hoare walked though his notes and the minutes of the NUC AGM. 

 The NUC is seeking a new national secretary from the end of 2015. Anyone who may be 

interested should contact Peter Hoare who can put you in touch with the relevant people. 

Regional Club Development Conference 
 Peter Hoare to produce a training course flyer to hand out at the meeting. 

 In the Water Safety & Rules of Racing update we should highlight concerns about the 

standards of watermanship and boat handling at events. Clubs & Coaches should ensure that 

their crews are sufficiently competent when entering them in events. 

Changes to RoR for 2015 
 A draft copy of the 2015 Rules of Racing was presented. 

 These are still subject to approval at national level so cannot be widely circulated yet. 

 But briefly 

o Adaptive/Rowability is now included explicitly in the rules. 

 



o Coaching is now allowed in Regatta racing. But this can only be done by the unaided 

voice – no megaphones, radios, phones etc. 

o A number of other small changes/tweaks. 

CoRC’s (regattas; heads?) 
 Chester-le-Street Regatta – Dilwyn Jones 

 Durham City Regatta (2 day) – Mark Bell 

 Tees Regatta – Peter Hoare 

 Wansbeck Regatta – Charly Curtis 

 Hexham Regatta – Peter Hoare 

 Durham Regatta – Charly Curtis 

 Berwick Regatta (if it happens) – Pat Seed 

 Talkin Tarn Regatta – Richard Mortimer 

 Tyne Regatta – John Mulholland 

 Head Races – TBD 

 

 2015 will be very tight in terms of umpire numbers. In 2014 the Chester-le-Street Regatta 

course was shortened due to lack of available umpires. 

 In particular the clash of Durham Regatta with the National Masters Regatta (and 

Nottingham Spring, Chester, Scottish Championships, Reading Amateur and others) places 

us at risk of not being able to staff the umpiring rota correctly. 

 RM to circulate a Doodle poll to all Northern Region umpires to gauge likely availability 

over the upcoming season. 

 We will need to support CoRCs in identifying additional umpires if a shortfall is likely at 

individual events. 

Event monitoring 
 We are limited by umpire numbers and do not have enough people to dedicate an umpire to 

event monitoring at each event. 

 As such we will generally use an umpire who is on the duty rota to complete the event 

monitoring reports. 

 Some points noted over the past season include: 

o Inconsistent start procedures – PH to cover in spring seminar 

o We should specify format for regatta paperwork that is supplied to umpires 

o At least one of the CoRC/event monitor should be tied into the event washup and 

ensure that items are fed back to/from the organising committee. 

Umpire training – when/where? Formalising training 
 RM presented a summary of umpiring requirements & actual attendance over the past 2 

years. This suggests that we need to target a minimum of 40 umpires to allow us to staff 

events without placing excessive demands on individual umpires. 

 We will advertise/run 3 courses in 2015 one each based on Tyne, Tees & Wear. 

 The intention is that one course is run one at a weekend and the others midweek evenings to 

give candidates flexibility in their choice of training. 

 The intention is that the theory portion of the courses will be completed in time for the start 

of the regatta season. 

 We should make special effort to target first year undergraduates who have school rowing 

experience. That will give us two years of umpiring before they graduate. 

 Potential candidates should be reminded that Durham Regatta offers to pay the British 

Rowing Silver licence fee for any umpires who do not have a racing licence and who 

officiate at the regatta. 

 We could look to ask lapsed umpires to relicence. The rules for this are: 

o lapsed for under 1 year. Handle as a standard renewal 



o lapsed under 3 years. Training as appropriate at NRUC discretion – possibly just 

require attendance at a seminar to ensure up to date on rule changes etc. 

o Over 3 years. Full re-training. 

 PH, RM (and one or two others) will review training material to pull together a revised pack. 

Regional Seminars – dates / venues / content of spring seminar? 
 Spring seminar Weds 22nd April at Durham ARC 19:45 start. 

 Autumn seminar venue/date TBD possibly at Tees. 

 We will cover the start procedure at the spring seminar. 

 Umpires are reminded that they must attend at least one seminar in a 3 year licence period. 

AOB 
 Noted issues at Wansbeck LDS with deboating at the end of the day. 

 Events should ensure that there is safety/first aid cover contingency provision in place. 

 The audibility of umpires at larger events should be considered. At Durham Regatta we 

would ideally an umpire in the commentary box to monitor crews course and to be able to 

use the commentary PA system at appropriate times. 


